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MARY PHAGAN, THE VICTIM

Story of Mary Phagan’s Death
As Representatives of the State

Oullined It

The Jury has sald that Leo M. Frank
Is guilty of the murder of Mary Pha-

gun

With that verdiet fell uponh IFrank
the awful shadow of the sallows and
death.

This s . fearful shadow to gwell
fn. It is a widnight of horror mat:
black und - dreadful than mere words
can conjure up.

But there is another shadow which
hovers over l.eo M. Frank—i shudow
bemide whose unspeakable  dluckacess
the thoughl of mere death brightens
to the soft roseate glow of & swoed
and sonl-resting twilight!

Uood Name Jeopsirdized,

This othor shadow Is the greatl binck ape superintendent guve her.

blet of the crime that must besdge
the good name of Leo M. Frank so Jong
as the nume shall oxist aml people
shall be uble to remember.

By Its verdiet the jury drew ths
great black sinudge across his nan.
Whetlier, If the world knew what Lo
M. Frank knows, 'twould still be so. is
another ‘question, If unwittingly the
jury huas made so groat a blunder, uil
the more horrible Is It to consider thie
smlitch upon the name of an innoient
man, i o

But, true or uplrue, the jury's, vey
dlet has cast the shadow on’ Frank's
name, snd this is the shadow ay, ont-
Hined in Uthe prosecution's argument:

L.co M. Prank., superintenadent or ‘the
National Pencll company's factory, on

to Frank’s Jury

Porgyth stroet., sal alone in his office
on tha second floor of the pencil fac-
tory at noon on Saturday, April 26, and
awalted the coming of little Mary Pha-
gan to draw the $1L.20 wages that was
due her. .- She was pretly and sweet
and young, and Leo Mreak had de-:
signs upon her. 1ls was expecling her
weelval and had avranged to executo
these cvh designz.

O the floor below lurked hix dusky
henehmen, Jim Conley, with whom hol
had arvranged to waten for him while
:;l I'('('(-i\'ml “a young lady In hisg of-

ce’

1

Miary Phugnn Arrives. l

A few minutes after 12 o'clock hit-

e Mary nrrived and went to Frank's:
offfice and asked for her pay, which

|

Then for stme purpose Mary Phagan'
walked bick to the metal room on
the scecond. floor and Prank, intent
upon fulffiling his desiro, followed
her on tiptoe, .

{lis "negro sentine), Jim  Conley,
Iteurd the steps above him.

Frank - approached the girl and
made advances upon her. She  wau

young and funocent. -8he resisted him.
Frank was displeased and struck her
# blow In the eye. The girl fell and
struck her head, culting a great gash
fn the baek of It

Conley heard -her scream.

What Should Frank Dot
©'I'he gzirl lny upon the floor. What
ghould Frank do? In despetration he
asked bimself the question. ™ if shc
recovers she will tell and 1 will be
ruined.  She must not live. !

The declglon was qulickly wmade. Lle
tled” w cord arotind hor neck and
strangied the Hfe fromt. her body.

Monteen Stover hud como to Mrank's
offfce for hor pay. ‘That was a nar-
row escape, bul she was gone now nnd
he was sufe. - . .

Conley heard Frank’s steps as he

ran to Lhe head of the stalrs and
called him,
He wont to Frank'§s assistance.

in terror Frank sald:

“Phere's a gir] back there 1 hit ac-
cidentally,” !
And Jim Conley went .buck and

found Mary Phagan dead. i

Frank’s next step, according to the
stute, was to hide the body.

And so he told Conley to wrap ft!
up in a piecd of cloth and take it ‘to
the basement. . i

Just us he would wrap up a bunch
of clothes, Conley bundled the body of
little Mary Phagan Into the cloth, and
after two cfforts gol his grewsome
turden on his shoulder.  With half
is Journey to the clevato:r done, he
tropped his burden and’ mopped his
brow. s ’

oMy, Frank” he sald, “she's too
heuvy, yvou'll have to help me ’

livery tinutes was  preclous  and
1Wrank cursed and swore, but he took
ter fest and Jim took her head aund
the horrible journey :to the elevalor
began once more, ' .

‘The motor to the¢ eclevator was off
and the switeh losked up, 80 VMrank
hurrfed for the key and unlocked it
' Leave Body -in Dasement.

Togother they. put the body In the
elevator and carried ‘It to the base.
mént, Frank standing astride hls vic-
tim. : *

In the bagement they left her and
the pulr went back to IFrank’s oftice
to cover thefr tracks and transact
certain finunclul ends of the bargaln.

Feeling himself yot uusafe, PFrank
had Jim Conley to write notes tend-
ing to incriminate anyane but him-
self. And when he hud given Jim
Instructions to come back that after-
noon and buen the body In the furnace
in the- basement, he went home to
Junch, :

He eameo bhack after lunch to sec that
Conley burned the Dbody. But his
henchman was asleop and conld not
wike up, ' .

Newt Leo, the watchman, arrived at
4 o'clock and Frank sent m away for
two hours with the hope that Conley
wonld yet como and together they
might burn the body and destroy ull
traces of thelr crimo,

But Jim never cafite atd it remalned
tor: Frank for the rest .of his lite to

cover the crime and divert suspicion
alnayy ascwhere if ho could. .

This in brief is the blot that the jury
has charged agninst the name of Loo
M. Frapk.

Inmmumerahle Incidents,

But there are other incidents Innue
merable in the story of tho groat fight
that was conducted from that day until
the jury sald that IPrank was gullity.

There was manifold mystory and
suspleion that shot in a dozen different
directions,

The murder first camo to lHght about
4 o'clock on the morning of Sunday,
April 27, the day following that of tho
commission of the crime.

Newt lce, the negro night watch:
man at tho factory, on his nightly
rounds, discovered the mutilated hody
of the girl lying fuce-down in a re-
mote corner of the basemont,

He notified the police and sald that
lie attompted to notlity I'rank and
could not,

‘'the  Constltutlion  carrlod
news of the murder, and first told the

exclusive |

world of one of the most horrible
atrocities In the history ‘of crime.

Newt l.co was placed under arrest
and rushed to pollce station, There
was an insignificant attempt to tuke
him from the automobile fu which ho
was being carrled, but it resulted in
nnught,

Goes to Underinker's,

Leo Irank was taken to the under-
taker's to see the tody of the girl and
identify it. . .

He was also taken to police station
to assist in solving the mystery.

For days Newt Lee was grilled by
the detectives, but without gaining
any more information than he gave the
police on the night he notifled them
of his grewsome tind.

Arthur Mullinax was sald to have
been scen with the girl on the night
of the murder, and was arrested, e
told n straight tale and was able to
substantiate 1t and gain his release.

By his time John Black, of the po-
tice detective force, was beginning to
‘formulate a theory of his own about
tho murder. e conforred with als
chief, and Frank was brought to the
police station once more. Frank pave
au aceount af his actlons ou the day
of the murder.

When JFFrank left the station houso
that day, which was the Monday fol-
lowing the murder, he hired tho Pink-
crtons to assist in the search foy thte
muderer.

The same afternoon J. M. Gantt, a
former ewmployeo of the factory, who
had been seen at the factory on the
Saturday of the killing, wns arrestel
in Marlotta, apparently flecing fram
the scene of the crlme, and was
brought to pollce headquarters. Gantt
was questioned, but was able to os-
tablish his ihnocence and after a
short:ltved tmprisonment was relcase.d.
» Frank Charged With Murder.

The next day Frank was brought
once more to the statlon house, this
time charged with the murder.

Attorneys Luther Rosser and IHer-
bert Haas were cngagesd to défend
him.

At the coroner's fnquest Frank was
forced to glve a detailed account of
his whereabotts and actions on the
day of the murder. At the Inquest a
number of girls, some of whom gave
him none too savory a name, were
called upon to testify.

Thé coroner ordersd hhn held for
the grand jury.

While washing a shirt at the factory
in order to appear more respectable at
the grand jury hearing, where he hu(ll
been called as a witness, Jim Conley, |
the nesro sweeper, was arrested,”

No Attentlon to Conley,
No particular altentlon.avas paid to

Conley at the thme. -BBut on the day
that Frank, was Indicted for tho mm'-l
der Conley confessed to the ll\lUlo:‘-|
;ship of the murder notes, and accused |
‘Frank of having dictuted thoin. '
| After that a nmuber pf vory star-
| ling statements came from Conley.
All of these ho denounced as willful
Hles when he made the final statement
in wihich ne confessed himsuelf nccess-
lory after the  fact in help l'rank to
;dlnposo of the body. :

" After having been  postponed from
its first date, May 30, the trial of Leo
M. Irank, charged with the murder
rof Mary Phagan, came to.court July 23,

Judgc Roan, ono of the best known
Judses in criminal casos (n the state,
was-upon the hench., Hugh Dorscy,
solleitor general, who had represented
the state in othor fanmous cases, note-
Hly . the Daisy Grace und the Callle
Applebaum cases, was the prosccuting,
attorney. . Luther Rosser, whose fame
as a cripvnal lawyer avas  wihdely
abroad Jif the land alrcady, was aug-
mented by Reuben Arnold, another
brilllant legal light.

Jdury Quickly Choxen.

Under the direction of these able
men the cuge procecded. ‘The Jury
was chosen In incredibly short time.

I'hie ' story of how the prosecilion
"bufit up a formidable chuin of circira-
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stantial evidence 1s history.

According to the solicitor's wit-
nesses, Frank was the last man secen
by the victim. He had rvefused to nive
Mary Phagan's pay to a girl ehnm
for her on the day previous, showins.,
claimed Dorsey, that he was planning
to meet the glrl on the next day.

Jim Conley testifled that he had
watched for Frank on the day of the
murder, ns upon other occastons, whilé
ho consorted with women and girlin his’
office. o testificd that he had neard
footsteps leaving Frank's office and
had later heard the girl scream. He
testified that ho had helped Frank
carry the body to the basement, had
‘written the note at Frank's dicta-
tion, and had promlsed to meet Frank
In the afternoon and burn tha body.

For days Rosser and Arnold strove
to break down the negro's story, but
were unable to do It.

Frank's character was placed in Is-
sue, and the prosccution produced wit-
nesses and even were able to muks
some of the witnesses of the defense to
testify that  Frank's character was
bad.

Frank’s Dromatie Statement.

The last and most dramatic of the
testimony was that T.eo M. Frank
himself, who went upon the stand and
told the story of his lfe, accounting
for his timo on the day of the mur:
der in most minute manner.

Aguin and again had the press urged
Frank to mnke some 4Sort of a state-
ment to the public, but not once did
a message come from his cell down in
the ‘ower. When he finished his
statement it was with these words:

“They have called me the silent
man. Now is the time; here s the
place. 1 havo told the truth and the
whole truth.” :

Then came the britliant hattle of the
wits and oratory of the lawyers. It
was a long and hard-fought hattle.
The faces of the jury were inscrutable,
and no one could say what they would
do, - .
Tho sentiment.of the courtroom hab-
{tues was plainly In favor of the
prosecution, Dorsey was repeatedly
cheared In the streels, and once in the
courtroom Itself.

Veridict Quickly Reached,

The cnse was closed Monday aud
went to the jury. In a few hours the
jury had mades up thelr minds that
Frank was thé guilty man and so
turned in thelr verdict.

There are hut two courses that
Frank may now pursue to regain his
fire and freedom, and these may do
‘nothing more than to postpone the
ieffect of the verdict of the present
[Jury. Frank may ask for a new trial,
and in case this Is not granted may
appeal to the higher court. Should
the higher court grant this new tylal
hie has one more chance; should it not,
ho must die unless the governor shoull
see fit to Interfere.



