L eo Frank Received Fair Trial Declares Chief Newport Lanford

The Atlanta Constitution (1881-2001); Aug 26, 1913;

ProQuest Historical Newspapers Atlanta Constitution (1868 - 1945)

pg. 3

Leo Frank Received Fair Trial
Declares Chief Newport Lanford

Chief Newport Lanford made the fol |
lowing statement Monday night in
trlking with a Constitution reportec:

“It i very gratifying to the men
bers of my depurtment that the Jury,
after thelr undoubtedly careful deliy
eration, found Frank gullty. I am not
in the least surprised nor do [ think
are any of the detectives who have
been assoclated with me in this cose,

“Frank was given one of the fafrest
trials it has ever been my lot to Ag-
Ure ln. A bhody of twelve honoranle
gentletmen of high  standing  In the
community have found him guoilty, as
charged, of the murder of Mary Pha
Ksan, and I am of the opinlon that

nearly everyone who {8 famillar with
the case belleves him gullty.

“We., the other detectives and my-
#nlf, have worked very huard on the
casg and have been untiring Iu our
efforts to get at the truth regarding
this terrible crime. We have been
severely condemned by a few persons,
most of whom are unfamiliar with
the case, and with police methods of
obtaining evidence, for the manner 1n
which the city detectives have handled
the Frank case, but the verdict ren-
dered by the jury comes us a com
plete viniication of our department,
In my opinlon, and we feel that wo
have recclved tne greatest reward
possible, namely, the conviction of
the man responsihle for the little Pha
gan glirl's Jeath.”

Rabbi David Marx Expresses
Great Surprise Over Verdict

Rabb  David Marx., close personal
friend of Leo M. Frank, who has stoud
by the convicted young man with o
devotion which has been the admira-
tlon of even thase who thought Frank
guflty, was one of those most surprised
at the verdict—surprised and stunued.
Dr. Marx had been granted a leave
of abrence by his congregatlon and
hiad been Intending to take a trlp to
Europe, ’

When Frank was arrested Dr, Marx
Eludly gave up the Idea of n vacntlon
and not u day hus passed that he “as
not been with the unfortunate young

man. When he learncd the verdiet
Monday ho sald:

“I am stunned. 1 cannot beliove ft.
I know he is Innocent—I know he i3
Incapable of such a erime. My fath
In Leo Frank has not diminished cne
bit.
“! ask that the public suspend final
Judgment until an appeal for a naw
trizi s made.” N

Dr. Marx wasg with ‘rank wheu the
news of the jury's finding was mado
known.

Later he consulted with Frank's at-
torreys and then went back to the
Jall to lend what comtort he could to
the young man,

Phones Kept Busy for Hours
With Messages;About Verdict

According to a statement made hy
an officlal of the company Monduy
night never ko the history of the  South-
¢rn Bell Telephone and  "'elegraph com-
pany, have as many calls been reg's
tered as were put fnto the local ox-
changes within - the first hour after
the Frank jury brought in n verdiet

The company had a full and com-
petent corps of  operators uat  the
switchboards, but the ealls came In

ton fast and frequently to he huan-
dled promptly. The officlials state tha~

and child In Atlanta wanted to make
‘use of the phone Immedlately and talk
with their fricnds about the trial un!
its outcome. ‘The company has a rush
hour every day, Iln which the operators
are taxed to thely utmost speed to
handle the ealls, but Monday - after-
noon broke all records, more then
three thnes the number of connes.
tions being called for than the larg-
o8t pumber of any previous day in
the history of the company in Atlanta,

’lt appeared that overy man, womun
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