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Cohspiracy Charged
And Other Arrests
Expected to Follow

Lawyer for J. G, Shirley, the Man Accused by,
Ira W. Fisher of the Mary Phagan Murder,
Declares That Two Atlanta Men and One in
Birmingham Will Soon Be in Jail—Blackmail
Was. the Object of Cbnspirators, He Says,
and Their Game Was Foiled by Quick Action
‘Taken by Chief Bodeker, of Birmingham.

SHIRLEY MEETS BIRMINGHAM WITNESS
AND PRISONER REPEATS MURDER STORY

Rosser a[n'd' Arnold Show by Their Action in
Turning Myslerious Witness Over to Officers
That They Have No Faith in His Story—His
\Vifg, His Brother and His Sister Declare
Their Disbelief—His Wife Is Suing Him for
Divorce—His Long Police Record Is Exposed
by the Department. |

Police headquarters s in a ferment over the exeiting turn taken last
night in the case of Ira W. IMisher, the mysterious “witness” in the Mary
Phagan murder, who has been placed under arrest on a warrant charging
criminal libel, sworn out by the man he accuses.

Heis being held as one of a number of mgn who police officials say
will be arrested within' a short time on ‘warrants charging conspiracy to
blackinall. .Qne will be {ssued some_tilile today against a Birmingham man,
it 18 sald, who-went with Fisher when hé.later told his first story to Chief
Bodeker., :

Two™ 6thers will be sworn out, it {s stated, against Atlanta men who
have been associated with Fisher. This decision was reached about 9 o'clock
as a result of action taken by the chief of detectives, who faced Fisher with
the; man he .accuses, J. C. Shirley, a prosperous furniture dealer, of 809
Marfetta street, '

Without the blink of an eyelash, Fisher faced his man, reciting’ practi-
cally the same gtory lhie had told the chief of.police in Birmingham. He sat
in the oftice of the detective chief at headquarters. Shirley faced him stolidly.
When Fisher had finished his narrative, Shirley arose from his seat, walked
toward his accuser and cried; '

“You lie, you skunk, you le!” . .

FISHER PLACED
IN CELL

Fisher was then taken downstairs, where he was placed in a cell. Me
seemed not to mind the imprisonment, “I expected it,” he said, "when 1
decided to tell the truth. I will suffer a lot. That was taken into considera-
tion when I consented to come to Atlanta.” These remarks were addressed
to a reporter for The Constitution, who had heard him face Shirley with
his story.

Shirley is being represented by Charles 1. Graham, an Atlanta attorney,
with offices in.the Kiser building, who was, counsel for Newt Lee in the
famous trinl of Leo Frank, It is at Graham's advice that the furniture dealer
will issue the proposed warrants agaim';t, the other men who are said to ba
in the alleged conspiracy to blackmail him.

The deteciives say Fisher was caught in a material lie last night, when

they investigated one of his statements. In telling his story, he said he
had driven with Shirley to an address on Bellwood avenue, the home of
Mrs. Willinm A, Holloway, where Shirley had delivered a bureau. Detective
Starnes went to the residence in an automobile.

Mrs, Holloway, whose name had been given by PFisher, said she had
never purchased wares from Shirley and that she did not even know him.
Furthermore, she said, she ind not bought a bureau in several years. TFisher,
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when confronted with the result of the detective's ‘trlp, persisted {n main-

taining his original statement.

STORY AN EFFORT

TO BLACKMAIL.

Attorney Graham, in talking with
reporters after a lengthy " conference
with Chief Lanford, said that Fishers
tale was only an effort to blackmall
Mr, Shirley, who s generally known
to be wealthy. Fisher Is only a tool,
he stated, but was assigned to be the

“goat” hecause he was a suave talker
—which he seems to be—and a plausi-
ble lar,

“Tomorrow,” declared Grabam, “I
intend to take steps against the Bir-
mingham raan and two Atlanta men,
one of the latter of whom would nev-
er have been suspected of being con-
‘nected © with such an outrageous
scheme as this effort to blackmall
Shirley.”

fle was not reluctant to give
innmes. The Constitution representa-
tive obtained them, but they are with-
a6ld until action is taken. According
to Graham, Fisher was impelled by his
~g-conspirators to go to Chief Ro-
deker and tell his story. The lawyer

elletes che then intended communi
cating with Shirley to obtain money
‘tor which he would drop the matter
and disappear.

The plot was foiled, Graham says,

when Chiet Bodeker hegan action so
quickly toward having him sent to
,Atlanta to tell his story. Graham
says he expects Fisher to break down
and confess the “scheme” Toward
this end, he will interview the pris-
oner this morning., Iisher says ho
hus but one story to tell. That is the
one whiech he repeated in Shirley’s
presence. .

Graham says further:

“It Is elther an attempl to black-
mafl, or a plot even more infamous,
One way or the other, we will find out
within & week. Other arrests, 1 am
sure, will prove fit."”

Shirley Faces
His Accuser,

There was a dramatle scene in the
detective chief’s office last night that
thrilled even reporters and detectivks
when Iisher narrated his story be-
fore the man he charges with Atlan.
ta’s most atroclous murder, Shirley
was anxious to face his nccuser. The
Birmingham man apparently evinced
the same anxlety, There was not a
protest fromn elther,

I"isher was seated near Chlef Lan.
ford’'s desk when Shirley entered the
room., Shirley was aungry and there
wns a scowl on hig face, [isher's
oyes were wandering, which seems to
be habitual, He ig norvous and, while
talking, his hands are Incessantly
moving about. Ho cannot hold them
still, although {t is apparent he
strives to, holding the fingors clasped,

Shirley was necompanied by two of
his brothers and a friend. Newspaper
reporters were allowed within the roem
and also a number of detectives, 1.0
“witness,” when requested by Chlef
Lanford, began his atory in calm, even
tones, halting, now and then, to run his
_hands across the forehoad and through
his halr, which §s shagsy and in need
of trimming.. .

“Mr. Shirley and 1 swent down to
Broad and Marletta streets the Batur-
day of the murder in his wagon, after
tirst delivering a burcau te Mrs, Hollo-
way on Bellwood avenue. We stopped
at the carner, and 8hirley sald he
wanted me to hold tho horse while ho
wont down to the pencll factory. lle
said he had a date with ‘Hattle,” which
wag & name of tho neighborhood for a
gttt named Mary Phagan.

“I waited for an hour and a. half,
maybe. He left me about 1 ¢’elock,
(I'reviously, Fishor had told reporters
that tho thine Shirley hag left him was
12 o'clock noon.) /le got’back botweon
2:30 and 3. He#sald ho had ‘played
hell fn general,' and wanted me to leav
town.” '
Tells Shirley
Story’s Straight, - .

Here tho man looked Shirley in lho}
oyes and sald:

wphat's stralght, Mr Shirley, and if
you tell the truth, you'll admit it,

“f {old him I didn't want to. leave.
Hao sald I would have to go. We drove
to the Unlon station and he bought a
ticket to Ellijay. Then he put me on
the train. I went because I was afrald
of him. You know you threatened me,
v.rh Shirley—you know it. 1 went to
Eillijay, stayed two_weoks, thon came
back to Atlanta. I stayed here two
weeks, then left for Copperhil), Tenn.,
becauge he wanted me to.”

isher later told of rocelving two
letters from Shirlo{ ocontainin $26
reach, and a third letter with 38, tweo
of which he got In Parkersburg, Ala,
’and oné in Birmingham, He sald ench
letter had been torn to plecos and that
there remalned no evidence of them.
when his _story was finished, he was
glven dthe‘opml\ot ?t “t:]l:lm&k" by the

man, swho also added:
U4CEYeu Know 108 a d—n lle. Why don't

| New Phagan Murder Witness
And Man Whom He Accuses

‘IRA W, PISHER.
Mysatorloug man from RBirmingham,

you tell the

It'1l come out in
th long run.

“truun

No,” answered the prisoner, “I've
told the truth. There's nolllln‘; else
to come out. You can put me Iin jall

and kcop me thero for the rost of my
natural days, but 1 can't tell any more,
I've told all I know and havo told it
strajght.’

Another phase of Flsher's story which
seems to puzzle the doteetives 'is his
statement that ho had never seen C. W,
Burke, who bhrought him from Birming-
ham, until Saturday night. Burke, in
his statement to reporters who et ham
on the train ut Austell Sunday morning,
declared that he saw Flshei as ecarly as
IFriday night. ‘This was algso known by
Chief Lanford, he says.

Fisher Sticks
to Story.

Fishor sticks to it that he did not
gos Burke untll Saturday night, when
the Atlantn man, accompanicd by a Bir-
minghan deteotive, met him on the
$treets. e was not acquainted with
Burke, ho says, and the Intter was
armed for him with only a description
and his address furnished by Chijef
Bodeker. X

The prigoner explained hia story by
saylng that he was urged by Joe Hicks,
of Birmingham, to go to Chief Bodeker
after IFisher had wired ' telogram to
Leo M. IFrank in the Fulton county
jail.  The telegram, he sald, read:

“Send meo _transportation from Bir-
mingham. I know something that will
hell) your ¢ase.”

1{e decldres this message is on filo
in the Birmingham telcgrnrh oftice.
Hioks, ho sald, with whom he worked
on the Louisville and Nuashville rail-
road, after secing the telegram, advised
Figher to go to the police chief, Upon

oing, IMisher was accompanled by his
ellow wokman. .

“Hicks did -most of the tnlking ot
the chief,” Fisher sald. ' . "

“you merely did the corroborating,
put In Chief Lanford.’

“yes” the “witness” answered,

«f thought #o," replied the chiof.

T "What do ‘you mean?”’ "
*On, nothing—you ought. to know,
~oRut I don't,”’ .- - "
."Then, you'll find.out soon enough.

“You Are Tellin

Remarkable Lie."”"

‘D ",
“Fishor,” sald Lanford, “you are tell-
ing a remarkable lio; "we'll have _lo

J, €, SHIRLEY,
He laughs at charges of INisher,

hand it to you for that, It'll ho the
best for you, however, if you come out
with the truth, Criminal Hbel, you
kunow, is sorious, and it'll sond you to
the pon for r_good, long stir.”

“I" know what crimiunl libel means,
all right,” the man answered. “But I''n
not going to be convicted. They can't
convict a_man for truth, 1 expected

this troublo when I told the story.
;J‘)mt's one reason 1 withheld it so
ong,"”

“tiow long have you_ been using
morphine?’ he was asked.

“I've never used it nor any other

drug,” was his answenr,

“But you look liko it.”

“Phat's because of asother thing. 1
need a drink.”

Fisher's bond has nat yet beon fixed,
It will be nrranged some time today,
however. The date of his hearing has
not bLoen det. This dopends entiroly
upon the time of the Fropused arrest
and the thne requred for the investl-
gation to be made by the detcotives
and Attornoy Graham,

Shirlef toid reportera that he had
abodat changed his opinion of Fisher's
sanity, and now regarded him as an
exceptiona) craok, wheo was belng made
the tool of conspirators who sought
to fleece the Atlanta man out o
moncr.' “I had ncver thought of (t,”
he uald, “until my lawyar advanced: the
theory. '\

Famous Song .
About Shirley,

The accused man s the subject of
the famous song of the troubadours,
“Shirley Came to My House," which
{8 undoubtedly famillar to every stroll.
ing musiclan- of the south. It has to
do with Shirley, the “furniture man,
who sold goods on fnstallment, and
could furnish very cheaply a gaod
bungalow “for two" for, the hero and
heroine ot the song. - It was composed
by a strolling musiclan, ‘a friend and
customer of Shirley. o

A startling angle of the prisoner's
narrative fa his .declaration’ that he
way kept in the offlce of Luther. Rus-
ser Buroly by force, whizh was exertad
by Burke. "When he uasked to be al-
lowed to-leave. the place, hie sald to tho
detootives, ' Burke would not let him,
locklng‘-tho door and telling him of
many painful thln%ﬂ the detectives
who were waiting for him downstalrs
would do tn him,

- Ho says, however, that Attorneys
Arnold and Rosseor never did speak to
him throughout the tinie he remainecd
in the Grant bullding, and that they
never even came into the room while
he was talking., Ho gave Mhils state-
ment to a stonographetr In the presence
of Burke. Ho wondorgd, he sald, why
Arnold and Rosser never appeated bLo-
fore him. :
He was relongsed from his semi-
priso? In the Rosser officos in the
Grant building about § o’clock in the
afternoon, Before giving him to qe-
tectives who were walting outside, the
attorneys turned him over to tho news-
paper men. . '

Defense Through
With Witness.

“Here, _here, boys"” sald Luthe:
Rossgor, Jr, take him out of herg:
Let's get rld of him,” -

And, Judging from the attitude of
Mersrs, Rosser and Arnold, thiz ex-
prosses thelr sentiment, - .

Although they will make no definite
statement to that eftact, Messras. Ros-
aer and Arnold evldentllg have washed

“fgher and bis

thelr hands clean of
story, Asked by roportars if they
would need the man in the future, they
answered: | B

“No, we're through with him.”

Tho accuged man Is_an acquaintance
of Isher's. He gaya Fighor once lived

ostablishment. He never saw
says, on the day of tho Phagan maur-
der. In fact, ho states he was not in-
timately ncquainted with the man., ,
“1 am willing. and ready to account
for every minute of my time on the
day Mary Phagan was killed,” he told
a Constitution.reporter. “This man s
nothing but a lunatic. fiTe ought to bo

in somebody's asylum." -
Fisher told his

For the firgt time
story t?( reportors Monday. He did not
o 1 man. who was telling the

=
o

him,

look 1
truth, - Although his atatoments seem-
ed woll-rohearsed, his eyes never rest-
od but for m second on any one partic-
ular spot. Reporters wha tried to
catch thom and hold thewn In the gaze
were unsuccessful, They roamed over

everything in the roomn
Prisoner Is =
Very Nervous,

Hae was nervous and fidgety,
hands moved nbout Incessantly, as is
characteristlo of one who Is telling a
falsohood he realizes is not being be-
lleved, He needed a shave and a bath
and a col)lar, and franitly admittod
that a_ drink wouldn't' do any harm.
He_donifes that he is a drug fiend.

F?r several hours Lanford and De-
tective John Starnes put the Birming-
ham man- through a vigorous third
dogree. They were not Impressed with
his answers, and gald that they dld not
balleve -one word of his tale. They
wers puzzled to account for it, howv-
ovor, 8aying that sisher must boe suf-
fering from hallucinations created by
d-rilllz ‘or '\\;h{,slﬁ'. b

Tishet's’ balloon egan
early Monday. mornlnﬁ. & 'I‘hoeﬂ)rlaotmx:}ﬁ
was jJabbed Into it “his :wife and
sistor, both of whom ilve at 734 Mari-
otta streat.  Bach declared theéy would
mta b‘:)lip‘\rrlav t:w ,ttnnnl on kouth, that he
was an etorate drunka:
otton used -morphine. #rd and had

Telling’ Lies, . e
Says Wife, ‘

“He's telling les,” they sald. .“Some-
thing ought to be ‘done with hlm.'!')mo

His wife was the cause of his arrest
during the firat of the year, when she
sent him to Iulton county jail for dis-
order he had created at the home. He
algo 18 & probatloner under Officer Sid-
ney J. Coogler for drunken and disor-
derly conduel, for which ho was arrest-
¢d durlng the lauor(}mrt of 1912,

Mrs. Flasher satated, too, that Flshor
was in Atlanta on the Sunday followin
the Phagan tragedy, which statemen
contradicts that part of the story ho
tells of having left town the previous
Haturday aftornoon, * She says he is Jr-
EEADCIMGNIE 1S ok ok on o b3
omeone {£.ho is ifot taken. in han
nu;{}noﬂtlos. o FON. IR ARG By

was learned last night that an ef-
fort hnd beon made some time ago by
botlhh Probation Officer Coogler and by
Marlon Fishers a b to the “wit-

and his

rothor
ness,” to nuve Plsher ud&udged insane,
The brother puts no.faith in the story,
and, like Filsher's wifo and slstor, bo-
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in the nelghborhood of his furniture

l{oves it 1z the product of o disordered

brain, : .

If Fisher is tnlslt‘ytnrf'. he is a wary
linr, . W, Burke, the detective in
Rosser's office, who has been handling
the Fisher nngle of the case, and who
1s trained In the détection of lies, told
reporters that, alt \ouﬁh he did not be-
lieve the story, he had so far been un-
abla to catch the man in a single lie,

"~ “However,” sald  Burke, “I am
through with him for good—get me
right on that.” .

1so, thero,was o sigh of relief in
the whole Rosser office as TFisher's
unkempt bulk walked out through the
door bhetween Detectives Coker and
Garner. Garner and Coker had kept
an all day and night vigil on the Grant
bhuilding, expecting an attempt to spir-
it the man away. 5 .

Detectives Are
Taken by Surprise.

They were taken by surprise short.
1y before nightfall when Burke came
to thelr post downstairs and Informed
them: that Mr. Rosser had agreed to
turn the “witness” over to the police.
Iie first was glven to the newspaper
anen, who Interviewed him in the unique
boudoir of & lawyer's library in which
he_spent two du?'s and a night.

t 18 lkely that police authorities
‘will tako- stéps to have the man ad-
ijudged mentally irresponsible,  In that
{'event, he will be sent to some institu-
tion where hls case might bo properly
attended to. IHe already has been in
‘a sanitarium for the drink cure, which
|seemed to have et no success.



