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INPOSTORS BUSY

SLEUTH ROLES -
N PHAGAN CASF

Representing Themselves as
Pinkertons, Two Men Are
Interviewing Leading Wit~
nesses in Mystery.

DETECTIVES WORRIED
BY PLANTED EVIDENCE

Men Working on Case Be-
lieve That Some Interests
May Be Trying to Fix the
Crime on Suspects.

Whnat Intercats are promoting the
prlanting of avidence in tha M:-:
Phagan mysterv?

This questlon confronted nollcc‘
headquarters yesterday, Further cvi-
donce of mystorfous forces underhand-
eilly at work on the baffilng caso
was revealed when it hecame known
that Imposters, reprosenting them-
relves to be Pinkerton detectives, had
been questloning leading witnesses.

This new dlsclosure, coupled with
past discoveries of obviously “framed.-
up” evidence, has stirred the potice
and sollcttor’s staff to actlon. Ar-
rests are expected at any moment.
If the bogus detectives are caught,
Chief Lanford declared, they will be
thrown into prison, held without bond

[ or communication, and put through a
gruelling thlrd degree

Why Such ’\leﬂmdn!

Although many theorles have - been
advanced, the pollce arc at a loss to
fathom the cause of such methods.
It has even heen suggested that the
yeal murderer §8 at liberty, ang, in
the effort to avert suspicton which
might be cast upon himself, 1s en-
deavoring to weave the web tighter
- around the suspects already undcr ar-
rest. .

Fridey morning a suave, well-dress-
ed man appeared at the home of Mrs,
J. W. Coleman, mother of the mur-
dered glirl, and, introducing himselt
as a detective from the Plnkerton
agency, put her through an hour's ex-
haustive examinution relative 1))
Mary's character and habits,

She told her husband of the incldent.

e later questioned Harry Scott, of
the Pinkertons, regnrding the man whe
had appeared at the Coleman home.
Heott wag astounded at the revelation.
Aware that he was the only man from
the Pinkertons at work on the mys-
tery, he knew that the man who had
questioned the dead girl's mother was
;an impustor.
i Later, George YW. Tpps, a leading
witness at the coroner’s inquest, was
Visited by a man answering an entire-
1y different desceription from Mrs. Cole-
man's visitor. Q(corge 13 the youth-
ful companion of the Phagan girl,
with whom he rcde uptown on the
morning of her disappearance. Ile
Ywas gquizzed thoroughly of the girl's
habits and character.

Evidence Is Defug laanted.

The Pinkertons were Informed of
this. Descriptions of both men have
been furnishied a squad of headquar-!|
ters detectives who have been detatled!
to the special assignment of searching
for the Impostors. A Vinkerton offi-|
cial sajid Saturday night: |

“f am satisfied that evidence is be-
ing planted. ‘The object of such opera-|
tions is mystifying. The clock record’
§s plainly a “framed-p"” clue. The slifrt
appears to be, and there are numerous

Continued on Page Two,
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IMPOSTORS BUSY !
"IN SLEUTH ROLES .

Continued From Page One.

ather fudicationy.” Also, we are con-
vinced that there are mysterious forces
antagonlzing our Investigation, 8ad
will be the day that theso men arc
caught."

Solleitor Dorsey Active,

Solicitor Hugh M, Dorsey has taltan
a decldedly active hand In the inves-
tigation, Hls eontire staff has been
fouvsed upon the mystery, together
with a number of private detectives
In his employ, Coroner Donechoo s
algo giving his entlre time and en-
ergy In assisting the dectectives and
police.

Saturday morning the coroner, so-!
llcitor, detectlve chief and a number:
of detcctives ravisited *the scone of
the murder. A minute examination
was made of the pencll tactory prem-
{ses, and measurements were taken of -
the basement. From 1 o'clock In the'
afternoon untll 6:30, the Investigators
were closeted In Chief Lanford's of-,
fice, conferring over thoe evidence. H

Headquarters was flooded with wild
and groundloss rumors throughout’
the day, a majority of which weroe to
the effect that Mary Phagan had been
seen on the afternoon of her murder, !
These storles were all found to be
groundless. * Chlef Lanford detlared
last night that he had confined him-
self to the theory "that the murdered

girl never omerged from the pencH
plant after enterlng 1t to draw ImrI
pay.

A number of new wltnesses wero |
subpoenned from the coroner's omce.‘
Although thelr names would not be
divulged, nor tho character of the tes-
timony which they will bhe expected
to render, 1t 1y the general beliof that
they nre former women emplayces of
the pencil concern. New witnesses are
helng summoned dafly. Tho total list,
when the coroner’s inquest s re-open-
ed Monday afternoon, will probably
reach 300 or more. |

WL Examine Bloody Shirt, {

Detective Scott Saturday turned over'
to City Bacteriologist Claude W. Smith
the bloody shirt found at the home of
the negro Newt Lee, It will be put
through a thorough microscopie inpec-
tlon to ascertaln if the -blood apots
compare with those on the clothing of
the murdered gh, Dr. Smith stated,
however, that the examination could
not be made until early next week,

Actlfon by Grand Jury.

“T am not in a positlon to state
when the grand Jury will take up the
investigation of the Phagan murder,”
Sollcltor General Hugh M. Dorgey
stated last ulght. “The new grand
Jury will be Impanelled on Monday and
it §s certaln that the matter can not
be taken up that day. 'The coroner's
inquest i3 to be continued on that gay,
but whether or not the grand jury
will walt until thls is completed or
not, T can not now say.

“The anly reason for my personat
Investigation of the case and my con-
ferences with police and detective
heads,” added the solleitor, “is be-
cause of the exceptional nature of the
case. The duties of the solicltor's of-
fice prevent me from attending overy
Inquest and police examinatfon, but 1
feel " that this dffdir demands that I-
should famillarize myself with every:
detall while 1t I8 fresh, for by that
means 1 can hetter handle 1t when it
becomes my business to prosecuta .the

murdorer, - .whdever
to be.” - LA IR
v From "the. manner'-in--~ which™: tha
solicitor spoke of his. conferences and
with- the police officials - iina ' the
coroner -1t {s inferred, that there 1]
yet as deep a cloud as evor over .thé
murder and that nothing has_heen
found out which has not alréady been
published {n the dally papers. ' °

The grand fury when oheco /gworn
In, has the authority o take up its
own examination at any tlme a ma-
Jority of its members see fit and until
it-is impanelled and takes formal ac-
tlon, there is no way of determining
what will ‘Lo done, unless the sofleft-
or should announce his Intentlon of
placing the matter heforo that body

The wusual procedure 1{s for thae
jurymen to walit until the coroner's
Jury completes its action and then to
take up an Investigation for {ndlot-
ment of any patrties bound over to It.
In case Its ‘'members sce fit, though.
tre investtgation may be begun at any
time.

Scream Frightens Girls,

Tho employees In the Nationanl Pen-
cil plant were badly frightened early
Saturday nwrning, when a blood-
curdling seream came from the base-

ment. Girls stopped their work and
thought of Mary TPhhgan and her
tragle fate flashed through thelr

minds, -

An Investigntion was started imme-
diately. Twenty officlals of the plant.
swinging lanterns. cllmbed into the
basement. It was then found that a
member of the sgollcitor general's
staff was testing the range of sound
from the spot in the basement ' in
which the murdered girl was found.
The cry penetrated the first fMloor and
was just heard upon the second. ’

Belleve Girl Wnaa Gagged,

Did the murderer use the strips of
his victim's underclothing to suppress
her scroams—convert them into a gag
which he never removed?

Chlet TLanford expresses his opin-
fon that the strips were not the gar-
rote with which she was strangled to
death,fi as at first belleved, but were
bound over the mouth to stifle her
cries for holp,

The deteetive chief also belleves that
the girl was allve when she was car-

rfed {nto the basemont, but uncon-
sclous, and that upon - regaining
consclousness, a struggle ensued,

Signs of scutfling were evident in the
sawdust nefghboring the spot in which
the corpse was discovered,
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