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Gentle111e.11:-

I have been ~~ked by various we~l Rnown pereo~e to writ~ to you i'~quoeting 
eollim11tat:ion to life i11prieom11ent oi tho death penalty recently -impoeed• upon 
teo 11. Friiiil< ! 

-=----- -I have consented :to do th.ie oonditiona,lly--i11deed, I c.onc;l;eve i-t my 
dutr, t ·o Clo s·o--cnd I ask yo!µ" in4ulge:il.ce ro ·r ; st.sting lily position 11u1e,.hat in · 
detail; libl.ch I do,. not be~ause of· any un!lu• ii&J>Or'tl!llc•· that-I ~ttach th.er.et~, but 
because, i .n the dise,barge· o~ •Y ~u'ty as an ed'ito.i', I have, heretofore, p!Jblicly 
discussed thl:s cas'e in a . w.<ay collaidered·, by s.011s, unfavorable to Frarik. 

Personally, I have al waye believe!l, and I still believe, Frank to bO 
guilt:y of· the murder of Macy Phagan, which · crilae,, however, I think, ~-• colllDittod 
aoro as the result of en accident, foll..cinng "an· atteapted assault-, then thr.ougb · 
pre-11edttat1cln. ' · 

But l do noct know, Md no ~n:e knows, thie to b.- the fact ~yO'nd a .doubt; 
I mi~t even s~y· a re~aonable• doubt·; and• I wolfrd n'ot eend any, ·man, wh:ite or 
black, to his death without the p-ractical c·er.tdnty that he• ricniy deser:ved such 
a fat.e·. Moreover., Fr~ convicted lar.gely, but npt solely, on tlle Wl!llUppor'tod 
evide~ce o.f. lll1 aclaitted1y depraved n_egr<o; e.nd under condi'tiims of grteat ,public 
excitement.--euch as ·ere hardly coniiucive 't"o an entirely f.a:i.r· and proper 
adliliniatr.ation of 1aw and j'Ustice. 

For these ·re·eaon'a, and· these aJ:olfo, it -the ·q,uest.io·n of .commutation of 
Fr""11k's sentence 'to ]ife 'illiprisonment--between which -and capital puniebment there 
can be but little difference, eo far as the ends of justice and, the interests qf 
society are concet>ned·; and little to hi.Ill, e•xcept for the opportunity i'.t aay, or 
may not, ~ve '11iii1 to esta'.bliah hie innocenc·e, ·1n time-·•wer• put up 'to ae on •Y oath 
and. conacien·ce, I would, unhesitatingly, stand for c111DDutation; lind this ie ·'11111 
sincere and candid •advice and recollllllendation to your honorable board. 

Kt the same time, I e,!loul'.d in&i:st· upon a ringing robu\Ce· to th.oe• 
ou:taid• ,, and al~oget!ler too o.fficioua lill'd aggreseiv.• influen~ea', which have 
aouglit t<1, impute to the people of< Geor.~a a ·spirit o·f pr•judio• wbi·ch do•• 
not e:aist, 'in the sense sought to be appl·ied, and Geol'gia and Georgia» a .are· 
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incapable of administering j'uatioe on their own account,. 

I can but ·feel tbat the ver.y best answer we .co.uld now .make .to a uch 
wvmrrant ed cri'ticisms and systematic slanders .would be to reduce Fr11J1k's 
sentence to life impris.onment of our 011n acco·rd·~=d in spite of tho ~<issues" which 
he.ve boon inj.ectea into this case tr.0111 the o.utside. 

;....-------~-!" t h i a "">"" ~t. """"'"-to...m• ,- -..nU.e)Lt.;.best :W.:.ve up- t "-'OUl'-1'.tat .. !..aa;:, ___ .,,,.=:...;:~,·-
liot.to--1fiedo111, Justice, J.lodera:Uon--and I IUl perfectly conf.!l:d~nt, from the 
hW!dreds . iµid hWldre.ds of e~presSione I lia'4'.e !teard f.rora tho mo.st. represeti~ative 
peop).e of this and othe.r sirctione, of the ·state., .that the intelligencti and· 
Chuacte,r of Georgia will strongly approye such a course. 
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