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To the P-.rison Commissioner of Georgi.at 

and to Roni Jo~n ·~. Slatant Go~ernor 1 

Atla.~ta, Georgia. 

Gen t:i:emen·: --

I teel i proper to malce th~s state.en t: 

I was an n tima.te f .riendl ct Judse Roan. If he 

were living ! would not attempt to epe&k for hun. Since his . 
mouth is closed by death~ I feel tha.t it is due to him and tc 
Frank that l ehould give you the benefit of what l k."now or ho 

.he fel ·t as to thie defendant• B gu.il t. 



Fre gently du ing the tria he &dvis d wi~h me. 
~ 

eend.1ns for e o£ten to come to the court houoe~ I cannot. 
I 

with brevity1 detail t e eonversationa I had with him • . The 

substance of vrhat he to d me is~ that he did no · believe the de

tendan t to be suil ty. He ex.pressed thQ op in ion " in 11ub., tan o e. 

to me at var-,-1ng ttm.ea du.r ng the trial. 

i'o1f&rd t e close of the tr al he sent f 'or me &hd. 

told me that hie (the jadge'al lite wa.a being threatene4, th.at 

the- 11ves of defendant• a ca\llil&el were being threatened If that 

the t~peJ: of the craW'ds about the trial was suah that he be• 

lie ed, 1f the defendan was preaent at the . eoeption o£ tl1e 

.verdict he would be lynched and that th e was danger to hi 
I 

couneel 1 they we e present. He aeked me to look up the 

caees Qn the question as to ether the defendant coUld waive 

hi& pre.aence. l did sa ii an4 submi ed the result of my in, 



ve·stlg ti on in wr1 tins .. 

so. t hie nquestt I prep · e o tlone o~ h1 ·s 

cha ge to the jury~. I •entlo.n this .t&c t merelf to sh.ow that I 

had opportunity· of ln·thmJ.tt1: lcnoW1edge cf t'h.e st te of' llf :s mf nd. 

Uter ·the trial an4 a day or ao before, the motion 

f o.r a n,ew · r &1 .,a. ·passed on 11 he met me on · he a ti r ee t car, and 

entloned 'the a\tac:il? mi de he Juro~s tor preJudloe nd 

biaB. As I as a·eiau·t ·to leaw he ea:r he put "h!s q·u stion to 

me~ ~can ·ther be the l igh Is t do b t in the o l d th.at ho1s·e 

j u.ror B wen ·t Sn t c. the box preJ u.d! c edl ag 1 n s Fra~ 

, with ·these .iewe, hG '14 not tcr&llt the · _ew 

tr · Which from his CORVe~s~t o th m I fully expeoted him to 

r a t, I do no·t Jeno and cannot ea<pl· n J: ha e ~ c n Ju se oan 

fer a number o 7ears, , nd l oan s~y he tJa not J.mse d ri g 

the tr a .and attenrardls 



Jllr th rmo~e 1 I: 1 sh to eay t "' · t I wos pl" s.e n t in 

oou~t a ntDt\be ar times during t e trial, and · pt up 01era 1~ 

ell with h evld nee~ I had no nterest in it. If r s 

t 'hearet:1cal y interested 1 t s an e e1de o the State 11 a.e my 

p tner, r. Roo~e 1 wa~ ens ged in · e prosecution~ Wh.at I s 

of he tri.al ccrnvin.ced. :rn tha ihe defendant e. innocen te To 

any crl ti clJU m nd ther mu t b gr ve do b of bis guilt., As a 

citizen of the State e me a y tha I hope h w:t l b , p doned , 

or that hla ~ent nc w·11 be oo_mm.~ted. 

I ca. ~ farther t I have r c en tly been in va.-

oue p :r·te of Sou G o "'""i a nd ve b en tJu.tptised to f "n ho 

a rong a d 1ract1c~ 11 unanimous the entlment th re ia again t 

h being hanse 1 housh tnere •~e oonst era le feeling ag in t 

in that giection at the i_m,e: of the t lal 

Respectt ly 111 

~~ ............... · ~ 
"' 


